










27H O T  P R O PE  R T I ES

NOTES   

 	 1	 This report uses the terms “climate change” and “global warming” interchangeably. 
 	 2	 The IPCC defines “very likely” as having a probability of more than 90%. IPCC (2007). Summary for 

Policymakers. In: S. Solomon, D. Qin, M. Manning, Z. Chen, M. Marquis, K.B. Averyt, M.Tignor and 
H.L. Miller (eds.), Climate change 2007: The physical science basis. Contribution of Working Group 
I to the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Cambridge, 
United Kingdom and New York, NY, USA: Cambridge University Press. 

 	 3	 Ibid.
 	 4	 Ibid.
 	 5	 For an in-depth examination of this issue, see Bramley, M. (2005). The case for deep reductions: 

Canada’s role in preventing dangerous climate change. Vancouver, B.C.: David Suzuki Foundation 
and the Pembina Institute. 

 	 6	 Ibid.
 	 7	 Indicators of climate change for British Columbia, 2002 (2002). Victoria, B.C.: B.C. Ministry of Water, 

Land and Air Protection.
 	 8	 B.C. Timber supply and the mountain pine beetle infestation in British Columbia: 2007 Update (2007). 

Victoria, B.C.: B.C. Ministry of Forests and Range.
 	 9	 Ibid.
	 10	 Nova Scotia Land Services Branch (2006). Halifax, NS: Province of Nova Scotia. Retrieved October 

23, 2007, from www.gov.ns.ca/natr/landservices.asp
	 11	 B.C. Timber supply and the mountain pine beetle infestation in British Columbia: 2007 Update (2007). 

Victoria, B.C.: B.C. Ministry of Forests and Range.
	 12	 Storm names provided by David Jones of Environment Canada. Jones, D. (2007, October 9). Personal 

communication re: extreme storm events and storm types in B.C.
	 13	 Recorded in the Elaho Valley during the storm. Phillips, D. (2003, December 18). The top ten weather 

stories for 2003, Environment Canada. Retrieved October 23, 2007, from http://www.msc.ec.gc.ca/
media/top10/2003_e.html 

	 14	 Ibid.
	 15	 Phillips, D. (2006, January 3). Canada’s top ten weather stories for 2005, Environment Canada. Retrieved 

October 23, 2007, from http://www.ec.gc.ca/EnviroZine/english/issues/61/email_story_e.cfm?Link=/
EnviroZine/english/61/feature1_e.htm&page=feature1

	 16	 Media Backgrounder: District receives “Berkley Escarpment Landslide Risk Management Report 
– Phase Two Assessment of Risk Control Options” (2006, May 16). North Vancouver, B.C.: District 
of North Vancouver. Retrieved October 19, 2007 from http://www.district.north-van.bc.ca/article.
asp?c=755&a=3229 

	 17	 Straith, J. L. (2005, April 20). Writ of summons and statement of claim between Lawrence Ernest Perrault 
and Jacqueline Margaret Perrault (Plaintiffs), and the Corporation of the District of North Vancouver, 
Norman Sibson, Hazel Sibson, Sutton Group Realty Services Ltd. carrying on business as Sutton Group 
West Coast Realty, Jim Hendricks, RE/MAX of Western Canada (1998) Inc. carrying on business as RE/
MAX Crest Realty, Craig Clark (Defendants). Vancouver, B.C.: Lakes, Straith & Whyte LLP.

	 18	 Greater Vancouver boil-water advisory lifted (2006, November 27). CBC News online. Retrieved October 
22, 2007, from www.cbc.ca/canada/british-columbia/story/2006/11/27/bc-boil-water.html?ref=rss 

	 19	 Greater Vancouver residents urged to boil water (2006, November 16). CBC News online. Retrieved 
October 22, 2007 from www.cbc.ca/canada/british-columbia/story/2006/11/16/power-windstorm.
html 

	 20	 It is important to note that both the North Vancouver and the Mission landslides occurred within 
developments in which unsound engineering and construction practices are alleged to have occurred. 
As such, the current level of extreme precipitation impacts have likely not yet damaged properties 
built fully in accordance with existing codes. Lewis, B. (2007, September 20). Mission homeowners 
sue district over slide. The Province. Accessed October 23, 2007 from http://www.canada.com/thep-
rovince/columnists/story.html?id=4b453689-504c-4a42-a7bb-c7ff16dcd860. 

	 21	 As named by David Jones. Jones, D. (2007, October 9). Personal communication re: extreme storm 
events and storm types in B.C.



28	 n o t e s

	 22	 Hutchinson, B. (2007, October 19). Stanley Park still battered, vulnerable. National Post. pp.1,2. Re-
trieved October 23, 2007 from http://www.canada.com/nationalpost/news/story.html?id=10322cae-
f230-45bf-b2d0-736e438a8f88&k=78430

	 23	 Stanley Park restoration cost rises to $9 million. (2007, January 27). Vancouver Sun. Retrieved October 
23, 2007 from http://www.canada.com/topics/finance/story.html?id=183f84cd-673a-4025-ae82-
b71e286ee161&k=36282 

	 24	 Phillips, D. (2003, December 18). The top ten weather stories for 2003, Environment Canada. Retrieved 
October 23, 2007, from http://www.msc.ec.gc.ca/media/top10/2003_e.html 

	 25	 The storm coincided with a predicted high tide of 3.6 and 3.5m respectively at the Point Atkinson 
and Vancouver monitoring stations, but maximum observed water levels were actually 4.44 and 
4.48m above the hydrographic datum (i.e. 1.47 and 1.51 m above the geodetic datum). As such, the 
maximum storm surge (i.e. observed water level minus predicted astronomical tide level) associ-
ated with this storm was 89 ±5 cm at the Point Atkinson station, and a truly remarkable 98 ±5 cm 
at the Vancouver hydrographic station. Observed water level data Point Atkinson and Vancouver 
for December 15, 2006 obtained from: Sinnott, D. and N. Sutherland (2007, May 25). CHS Pacific 
observed water levels. Retrieved September 6, 2007 from http://www-sci.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/charts/
Tides/OWL_e.htm . Predicted tide levels for Point Atkinson and Vancouver for December 15, 2006 
obtained from: Canadian Hydrographic Service (2003, April 23) Tides, currents and water levels. 
Canadian Hydrographic Service. Retrieved September 6, 2007 from http://www.waterlevels.gc.ca/
cgi-bin/tide-shc.cgi?queryType=showZone&language=english&region=1&zone=10 

	 26	 The seawall was also damaged by wind-fallen trees and extensive landslides falling down from the 
cliffs above. Vancouver Park Board (n.d.). Vancouver’s best loved park hit by devastating windstorm. 
Vancouver, B.C.: Vancouver Park Board. Retrieved on October 23, 2007, from http://www.city.van-
couver.bc.ca/parks/parks/stanley/restoration/index.htm 

	 27	 Hutchinson, B. (2007, October 19). Stanley Park still battered, vulnerable. National Post. pp.1,2. Ac-
cessed October 23, 2007 from http://www.canada.com/nationalpost/news/story.html?id=10322cae-
f230-45bf-b2d0-736e438a8f88&k=78430

	 28	 South Delta cleanup begins (2006, February 6). CBC News online. Retrieved October 19, 2007 from 
http://www.cbc.ca/canada/british-columbia/story/2006/02/06/bc_delta-flood20060206.html

	 29	 Spencer, K. (2007, March 29). Consultant predicts ocean will surge inland if Delta dike breaks. 
The Province. Retrieved October 19, 2007 from http://www.canada.com/theprovince/news/story.
html?id=cea44f18-bc79-450a-bbfd-7f7e6d324cb1&k=90897

	 30	 In Vancouver, the zero point of the “geodetic datum” used by engineers and planners for land eleva-
tions is situated 2.975 meters above the “hydrographic datum” used by the Canadian Hydrographic 
Service. 

	 31	 All elevation data was obtained from VanMap, the City of Vancouver’s internet-accessible geographic 
information system (GIS). City of Vancouver (2006). VanMap Public Edition. Retrieved August 21, 
2007 from http://www.city.vancouver.bc.ca/vanmap/

	 32	 Walker, I. J. and J. V. Barrie (2006). Geomorphology and sea-level rise on one of Canada’s most ‘sensitive’ 
coasts: northeast Graham Island, British Columbia. Journal of Coastal Research, SI 39, 220-226.

	 33	 Church, J. A. and N. J. White (2006). A 20th century acceleration in global sea-level rise. Geophysical 
Research Letters, 33.

	 34	 The most important local inflences are isostatic rebound and crustal uplift. Isostatic rebound is the 
continuing slow rise of the British Columbian landmass which has occurred since the tremendous 
weight of the Cordilleran ice sheet was lifted at the end of the Holocene Ice Age 14,000 years ago. 
Crustal uplift refers to the more localized raising of the western edge of the continental plate as it bows 
up under pressure from the subducting Juan de Fuca Plate. Crustal uplift is particularly pronounced 
on the west coast of Vancouver Island. The current sea level is Tofino is estimated to be 2 meters 
lower than it will be after the next large subduction zone earthquake allows the continental plate to 
slide over the diving Juan de Fuca plate. As such, the threat of earthquake-driven sea level rise (not 
to mention tsunami) is cause for immediate concern on the west coast of Vancouver Island. Garrett, 
J. F. (2001). Evidence of climate change in mean sea level and extreme sea level for British Columbia. 
Victoria, B.C.: Report prepared for the Canadian Institute for Climate Studies by 2WE Associates 
Consulting Ltd. 



29H O T  P R O PE  R T I ES

	 35	 Kangasniemi, B. (2006, October 25). Sea Level Rise in B.C. Presented at: 12th Annual Conference, 
Coastal Communities Network, Richmond, B.C.

	 36	 IPCC (2007). Summary for Policymakers. In: S. Solomon, D. Qin, M. Manning, Z. Chen, M. Marquis, 
K.B. Averyt, M.Tignor and H.L. Miller (eds.), Climate change 2007: The physical science basis. Contri-
bution of Working Group I to the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change. Cambridge, United Kingdom and New York, NY, USA: Cambridge University Press. 

	 37	 The celebrated American climate change scientist James Hansen has recently written a paper argu-
ing that climate records from recent ice ages, together with evidence of exponential accelerations in 
glacial ice melt in Greenland, the Antarctic Peninsula and non-polar glaciers throughout the world 
are consistent with a global sea level rise of up to five metres by the year 2100, but Hansen’s figure 
appears to be an outlier at the present time. Hansen, J. E. (2007). Scientific reticence and sea level 
rise. Environmental Research Letters, 2, (024002). 

	 38	 As measured from the geodetic datum.
	 39	 The Okanagan Mountain Park fire led to increased run-off of stormwater, creating a new problem 

of flash floods during extreme precipitation events. Flows from the record-breaking Sea to Sky 
storm, which occurred shortly after the fire in October 2003, indicated that “at least 50 homes, 150 
residents and 10 roadways [are] at risk from potential flash floods” until new vegetation can once 
more buffer runoff from precipitation events. Dobson, D. (2006, May). Okanagan Mountain Park fire, 
2003, Kelowna, British Columbia (the worst interface wildfire in Canadian history). Paper presented at 
Mass Wasting in Disturbed Watersheds. 2nd Shlemon Specialty Conference in Engineering Geology, 
Durango, CO.

	 40	 Flooding (n.d.). Delta, B.C.: Corporation of Delta. Retrieved on October 23, 2007 from http://www.
corp.delta.bc.ca/EN/main/residents/public_safety/26737/26719/flood_hazards.html 

	 41	 State of the Fraser Basin Report. Sustainability Snapshot 3: Inspiring Action (2006, November). Van-
couver, B.C.: Fraser Basin Council. Retrieved October 19, 2007 from http://www.fraserbasin.bc.ca/
publications/documents/FBC-snapshotreport3.pdf

	 42	 Final Report: Lower Fraser River Hydraulic Model (2006, December). Vancouver, B.C.: Report prepared 
for the Fraser Basin Council by Northwest Hydraulic Consultants and Triton Consultants, Ltd. 

	 43	 $33 million for urgent flood protection (2007, March 31). Victoria, B.C.: Office of the Premier. Retrieved 
October 19, 2007 from http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2005-2009/2007OTP0031-000364.
pdf ; Premier announces long-term flood protection funding (2007, September 28). Victoria, B.C.: Of-
fice of the Premier. Retrieved October 19, 2007 from http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2005-
2009/2007OTP0140-001208.htm

	 44	 The severity and the extent of the mountain pine beetle infestation are now anticipated to have a 
significant effect on the spring snow melt, and the amount of run-off produced by this melt. Once 
beetle attacked trees have been dead for a few years, the needles drop. In contrast to a living forest, 
which shields the snow on the ground from the sun, the snow in a beetle-killed forest is exposed to 
the sun, resulting in a much quicker snow melt. Mature pine trees also have significant water require-
ments, absorbing 4 gallons of water per day per tree. By contrast, a dead pine tree absorbs no water 
from the soil. As a result, soils in a beetle-killed forest quickly saturate, and a larger proportion of 
the snowmelt runs off the land and is chanelled into streams and rivers draining the land. Stueck, 
W. (2007, September 25). Pine beetle epidemic could spark fires, floods. Globe and Mail. 

	 45	 Final Report: Lower Fraser River Hydraulic Model (2006, December). Vancouver, B.C.: Report prepared 
for the Fraser Basin Council by Northwest Hydraulic Consultants and Triton Consultants, Ltd. 

	 46	 Development of GVRD Precipitation Scenarios - Final Report (2002). Vancouver, B.C: Report prepared 
for the Greater Vancouver Regional District by Kerr Wood Leidal Associates Ltd.

	 47	 Ibid.
	 48	 Murdock, T. Q., K. E. Bennett, et al. (2007, August). GVRD historical and future rainfall analysis update. 

Victoria, B.C.: Report prepared for the Greater Vancouver Regional District by the Pacific Climate 
Impacts Consortium.

	 49	 Hicks, R. W. B. and E. L. v. Euw (2004). Integrated stormwater management planning process to address 
climate and land-use changes in urban watersheds in the Greater Vancouver Regional District. Society 
for Ecological Restoration 16th Int’l Conference, Victoria, B.C. 



30	 N O T ES

	 50	 Final report on effectiveness of stormwater source control (2003). Vancouver, B.C.: Prepared for Greater 
Vancouver Sewerage & Drainage District by CH2M Hill Canada.

	 51	 Human activity and the environment. Annual Statistics 2003 Cat. No. 11-509x XPE. Ottawa, ON: 
Statistics Canada. Cited in: Neilsen, D., S. Smith, et al. (2005, May 4-7). Climate Change and Agri-
cultural Water Management in the Okanagan Basin, B.C. In: Adapting to Climate Change in Canada 
2005: Understanding Risks and Building Capacity, Montreal, QC. Retrieved October 19, 2007 from 
http://www.adaptation2005.ca/abstracts/neilson_e.html

	 52	 The project used a suite of six downscaled climate change scenarios consisting of the A2 and B2 IPCC 
SRES scenarios run through three different GCMs. (CGCM2, CSIROMk and HadCM3. Neale, T., J. 
Carmichael, et al. (2006). Urban Water Futures: Exploring Development, Management and Climate 
Change Impacts on Urban Water Demand. In: S. J. Cohen and T. Neale (Eds.), Participatory Integrated 
Assessment of Water Management and Climate Change in the Okanagan Basin, British Columbia. 
Vancouver, B.C.: Environment Canada and University of British Columbia.

	 53	 Cohen, S. J. and T. Neale (Eds.). (2006). Participatory Integrated Assessment of Water Management and 
Climate Change in the Okanagan Basin, British Columbia. Vancouver, B.C.: Environment Canada and 
University of British Columbia.

	 54	 Neale, T., J. Carmichael, et al. (2006). Urban Water Futures: Exploring Development, Management 
and Climate Change Impacts on Urban Water Demand. In: S. J. Cohen and T. Neale (Eds.), Participa-
tory Integrated Assessment of Water Management and Climate Change in the Okanagan Basin, British 
Columbia. Vancouver, B.C.: Environment Canada and University of British Columbia. 

	 55	 Cohen, S. J. and T. Neale (Eds.). (2006). Participatory Integrated Assessment of Water Management and 
Climate Change in the Okanagan Basin, British Columbia. Vancouver, B.C.: Environment Canada and 
University of British Columbia.

	 56	 Schorb, N. (2006). Agricultural Policy. In: S. J. Cohen and T. Neale (Eds.), Participatory Integrated 
Assessment of Water Management and Climate Change in the Okanagan Basin, British Columbia. 
Vancouver, B.C.: Environment Canada and University of British Columbia.

	 57	 Canadian Environmental Barometer: September 2007. Topline Results (2007, October 2). Toronto, 
ON: Environics Research Group.

	 58	 Global Cumulative Hybrid Sales pass 1 million mark (2007, June 7). Retrieved October 18, 2007 from 
http://www.greencarcongress.com/sales/index.html 

	 59	 J.D. Power projects record US sales for Hybrids in 2007 (2007, August 2). Retrieved October 18, 2007 
from http://www.greencarcongress.com/2007/08/jd-power-projec.html#more 

	 60	 Poll of 2,055 Canadian adults, with an uncertainty of 2.2% at the 95% confidence level. Canadians 
see financial benefits of going green, Investors Group poll finds (2007, October 4). Retrieved October 
18, 2007 from http://www.newswire.ca/en/releases/archive/October2007/04/c8379.html 

	 61	 Speech from the Throne. The Honourable Iona Campagnolo, Lieutenant Governor, at the Opening of 
the Third Session, Thirty-Eighth Parliament of the Province of British Columbia (2007, February 13). 
Victoria, B.C.: Government of British Columbia.

	 62	 Ibid.	
	 63	 Premier outlines new steps to tackle climate change (2007, September 28). Victoria, B.C.: Office of 

the Premier. Retrieved October 19, 2007 from http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2005-
2009/2007OTP0141-001209.htm 

	 64	 Song, V. (2007, October 14). Nature’s future fury: climate change will be costly in ways we’ve not yet 
seen, say insurers. Edmonton Sun. Retrieved on October 19, 2007 from http://www.edmontonsun.
com/News/Canada/2007/10/14/4575109-sun.html

	 65	 The Vancouver Island Technology Park has a LEED 2.0 Gold rating, and was the first project in Canada 
to achieve LEED certification. Vancouver Island Technology Park (2007). Victoria, B.C.: Vancouver 
Island Technology Park. Retrieved October 22, 2007 from http://www.vitp.ca/Content.aspx?id=94

	 66	 Dockside Green (n.d.). Victoria, B.C.: Windmill West and VanCity. Retrieved October 22, 2007 from 
http://docksidegreen.com/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1

	 67	 Sheppard, K. and K. Wroth (2007). 15 Green Buildings (2007, August 10). Grist. Retrieved October 
22, 2007 from http://www.grist.org/news/maindish/2007/08/10/buildings/

	 68	 Green value: green buildings, growing assets (2005). London and New York: Royal Institute of Chartered 
Surveyors.



31H O T  P R O PE  R T I ES

	 69	 Woo, A. (2004, May 11). Updating the Energy Utilization By-law. Report to Vancouver City Council. 
Vancouver, B.C.: City of Vancouver.

	 70	 The CSA Guideline on Durability in Buildings (CSA S478) uses building types to illustrate different 
design service lifetimes. “Long life” guidelines provide a 50-99 year design life, suitable for schools, 
commercial offices, residential buildings, and health and educational buildings. “Medium life” 
guidelines, good for 25 to 49 years of service, are suited for “industrial buildings,” and are often used 
for low-rise commercial structures like mini-mall storefront complexes. “Permanent” standards are 
meant to design service lifetime of more than 100 years, while the “short life” guideline provides less 
than 10 years of service, suitable only for “temporary structures”. CSA S478: Guideline on durability 
in buildings (R2001). Missisauga, ON: Canadian Standards Association.

	 71	 Formerly the Canadian Council of Professional Engineers.
	 72	 Lemay, M. (2006, March /April). Adapting to a changing climate. CEO’s Message. Retrieved October 

23, 2007 from http://www.engineerscanada.ca/e/pub_ceo_marapr_06.cfm.
	 73	 Financial risks of climate change: Summary report (2005, June). London: Prepared by Climate Risk 

Management and Metroeconomica for the Association of British Insurers (ABI).
	 74	 Repairing your home or business after a flood – how to limit damage and disruption in the future (2006, 

March). London: Association of British Insurers and The National Flood Forum.
	 75	 Number equals 78.8 MT divided by Canada’s overall GHG emissions in 2005 (747 MT). Source: 

National inventory report 1990-2005: Greenhouse gas sources and sinks in Canada (2007, April). Ot-
tawa, ON: Environment Canada.

	 76	 B.C. Energy Plan: Energy conservation and efficiency policies (2007). Victoria, B.C.: B.C. Ministry of 
Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources.

	 77	 Greenhouse gas emissions from urban travel: Tool for evaluating neighbourhood sustainability (2000). 
CMHC Research Highlights. Ottawa, ON: Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation.

	 78	 Where the grass is greener: cities in Australia and Canada are rated the most liveable in the world 
(2007, August 22). The Economist. 

	 79	 EcoDensity: online planning consultation of the Vancouver EcoDensity Planning Initiative (2007). Vancouver, 
B.C.: City of Vancouver. Retrieved October 23, 2007 from http://www.vancouver-ecodensity.ca/

	 80	 As of October 22, 2007. Arsenault, L. U. (2007, October 22). Personal communication re: number of 
local government signatories to the B.C. Climate Action Charter.

	 81	 British Columbia Climate Action Charter (2007). Victoria, B.C.: Government of British Columbia and 
the Union of B.C. Municipalities.

	 82	 Section 877 in: Local Government Act. Victoria, B.C.: Queen’s Printer. Retrieved October 19, 2007 
from http://www.qp.gov.bc.ca/statreg/stat/L/96323_00.htm

	 83	 The floodplain is defined as the level of a 1-in-200-year event, plus 2 feet. KAMPLAN 2004: The Of-
ficial Community Plan (2004). Kamloops, B.C.: City of Kamloops. 

	 84	 Kamloops does not permit any new development within the designated “red zone” of its silt slope 
hazard area. Martin, R. (2007, October 23). Personal communication re: development restrictions 
within hazard areas. 

	 85	 Ibid.
	 86	 Building Regulations By-law No. 11-80, 2006 (2006). Kamloops, B.C.: City of Kamloops.
	 87	 Lewis, B. (2007, September 20). Mission homeowners sue district over slide. The Province. Accessed 

October 23, 2007 from http://www.canada.com/theprovince/columnists/story.html?id=4b453689-
504c-4a42-a7bb-c7ff16dcd860 ; Straith, J. L. (2005, April 20). Writ of summons and statement of claim 
between Lawrence Ernest Perrault and Jacqueline Margaret Perrault (Plaintiffs), and the Corporation 
of the District of North Vancouver, Norman Sibson, Hazel Sibson, Sutton Group Realty Services Ltd. 
carrying on business as Sutton Group West Coast Realty, Jim Hendricks, RE/MAX of Western Canada 
(1998) Inc. carrying on business as RE/MAX Crest Realty, Craig Clark (Defendants). Vancouver, B.C.: 
Lakes, Straith & Whyte LLP.

	 88	 Berkeley landslide risk management. Phase 2: Assessment of risk control options. Final report (2006). 
Vancouver, B.C.: Report prepared for the District of North Vancouver by BGC Engineering, Inc.

	 89	 Landslide risk management for Berkley-Riverside Escarpment: Presentation to the community (2006). 
Vancouver, B.C.: Report prepared by BGC Engineering Inc. for the District of North Vancouver.



32	 N O T ES

	 90	 ABI Statement of principles on the provision of flood insurance. Updated version (2005). London:  
Association of British Insurers.

	 91	 Repairing your home or business after a flood – how to limit damage and disruption in the future (2006, 
March). London: Association of British Insurers and The National Flood Forum.

	 92	 Revisiting the partnership: Five years on from October 2000 (2005). London: Association of British 
Insurers.

	 93	 The impotence and frustration of Biloxi, Mississippi’s government with regard to the federal govern-
ment’s flood insurance agency is made clear on the city’s website. It explains that residents need to 
re-build to FEMA’s “new flood elevation guidelines, which both the federal and state governments 
say the city must adopt to guide new construction in the Katrina recovery effort. ‘New’ construction 
also would include any case where repairs will cost more than half of the fair market value of the 
structure. FEMA and the state are mandating that the city abide by these elevations to minimize the 
risk of damage from future floods and storms. Not following these guidelines may make it impossible 
for property owners to obtain bank financing, flood insurance, or federal or state aid.” FEMA’s new 
flood elevation maps (n.d.). Biloxi, MS: City of Biloxi. Retrieved October 19, 2007 from http://www.
biloxi.ms.us/stormflood/2006Maps/Index.html 

	 94	 Referred to as “jack-o-lantern syndrome” by planners from the Urban Development Institute, who 
presented their recommendations for the redevelopment of New Orleans in November 2005. Execu-
tive summary (2007). New Orleans, LA: Bring New Orleans Back Fund. Retrieved October 19, 2007 
from http://www.bringneworleansback.org/Portals/BringNewOrleansBack/portal.aspx?tabid=83 

	 95	 Vitello, P. (2007). Hurricane fears cost homeowners coverage. New York Times. Retrieved October 16, 
2007 from http://www.nytimes.com/2007/10/16/nyregion/16insurance.html?_r=2&em&ex=119268
0000&en=74344d14f5b3a81f&ei=5087%0A&oref=slogin&oref=slogin

   96	 Data from: Facts of the general insurance industry in Canada: 2006. (n.d.) Toronto, ON: Insurance 
Bureau of Canada; and Robert Tremblay, Director of Road safety and special projects for the Insurance 
Board of Canada (IBC). Tremblay, R. (2007, November 5). Personal communication re: flood-related 
insurance losses in Canada and IBC actions on climate change.

   97	 Tremblay, R. (2007, November 5). Personal communication re: flood-related insurance losses in 
Canada and IBC actions on climate change.

   98	 Tremblay, R. (2007, November 6). Personal communication re: IBC’s views on adaptation to climate 
change.

   99	 Take Five (2007, July 13). Climateandinsurance.org interview with Jane Voll, Vice President, Policy 
Development and Chief Economist, Insurance Bureau of Canada. Retrieved October 19, 2007 from 
http://www.climateandinsurance.org/takefive/jane_voll_071007.htm.    

	100	 This list of key recommendations is taken from Driven to action: Stopping sprawl in your community 
(2003). Vancouver, B.C.: David Suzuki Foundation.

	101	 More information on going carbon neutral can be found on the David Suzuki website at: http://www.
davidsuzuki.org/Climate_Change/What_You_Can_Do/carbon_neutral.asp



Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled paper, processed chlorine free 

Design by Arifin Graham, Alaris Design  •  Cover photo by iStockphoto.com

2211 West 4th Avenue, Suite 219
Vancouver, BC, Canada  V6K 4S2
www.davidsuzuki.org
Tel 604.732.4228
Fax 604.732.0752

HThe David Suzuki Foundation is committed to achieving sustainability  

within a generation. Ecosystem-based fisheries are vital to this 

commitment.Hot Properties was commissioned by the Real Estate Institute of  

British Columbia (REIBC) to provide an analysis of how global warming 

will affect B.C.’s real estate sector. The report finds that changes in 

purchasing behaviour, government regulations, building standards and the way  

in which insurers calculate risks are either already underway or imminent.  

These forces are likely to affect the design and the location of new developments, 

and could substantially alter existing patterns of property values within B.C.  

The report also highlights opportunities for the development of a new and  

vibrant economy based on green buildings and compact design.

The David Suzuki Foundation works through science and education to protect 

the diversity of nature and our quality of life, now and for future generations.

This report is available online at www.davidsuzuki.org.




